Let’s Go Fishin’ Sermon by Rev. John Murphy

12Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to

Galilee. ¥ He left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, which lies
alongside the sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali. 4 This fulfilled
what Isaiah the prophet said:

15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
alongside the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
16 the people who lived in the dark have seen a great light,

and a light has come upon those who lived in the region and in

shadow of death.

17 From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and
lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven

'7,

18 As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the
sea, because they were fishermen. !° “Come, follow me,” he said, “and
"1l show you how to fish for people.” 2 Right away, they left their nets
and followed him. 2! Continuing on, he saw another set of brothers,
James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with
Zebedee their father repairing their nets. Jesus called them

and 22 immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues. He
announced the good news of the kingdom and healed every disease and
sickness among the people.

This 1s the Word of God today for us, the People of God. Thanks

be to God.



I love the Gospel according to St. Matthew, as a preacher
named John, of course, my favorite Gospel is the Gospel
according to St. John, but if I had to pick a close second,
Matthew would take that place. I have a theory as to why that is.
You see I came into the United Methodist Church as a young
middle schooler, who was too cool for school, or for church, or
for anything for that matter. However, I was moved and
transformed by the preaching of my small-town United
Methodist Pastor, who self describes himself as a hillbilly
preacher. He preached and still preaches, with a humble heart,
and a love for God, who has empowered him and gifted him

with a unique ability to tell a story.

And likewise, the Author of the Gospel of Matthew, 1s a

great teller of a story. For those of us who grew up listening and



learning stories, there is something accessible about the Gospel
according to St. Matthew. No matter if we’re given just a few
verses like a few weeks ago, or if we’re given a bit more like we
are today. The Gospel according to St. Matthew holds the great
power of the narrative of the life, the death, and the resurrection

of Jesus Christ, in a way that consumes me.

As a preacher, often those who are curious about the life of
the clergy and the church will ask the question, “what is your
story?” or “how were you called?” And these stories are usually
filled with unique and honest experiences with the Holy Spirit
upon one’s life. And I would be bold enough to say that if
you’ve heard one hundred call stories you’ve heard one hundred
call stories because they are all so personal and spiritual that no

two stories are ever quite the same.



But what is always present is this seemingly mystical
experience with the divine. Our scripture today tells us the call
story of the first disciples, the fishermen of Simon Peter,
Andrew, James, and John and their own mystical attraction to
Jesus. We should be struck with aw at this story that is being
told to us. Jesus comes along the seashore of Galilee, sees these
four fishermen going about their careers and Jesus utters twelve
words, just twelve, and all four of them immediately drop what
they are doing and their lives changed forever. According to
Matthew there are no previous interactions between these men
and Jesus. We’re given no other context other than the twelve

words Jesus utters, and yet. All of them go and follow Jesus.

There’s something mystical, something wonderful, about
our attraction to Jesus. And we all have this attraction in some

way. We have all, in one way, shape, or form, been engaged by



the movement of the Holy Spirit. I know this because you’re
already this far into a sermon. You’ve been brought to listening,
or reading, or attending church in some way, shape, or form,
which is the moving and calling of the Holy Spirit. And our
response should echo that of Simon Peter, and Andrew, and

James, and John. “Go!”

Jesus uttered twelve powerful words, and their lives
changed forever. Which makes me think about the time I uttered
nine words and my life changed forever. It was a cool February
day, and the heart rate was up, as Annalise and I walked through
the outdoor exhibits of the North Carolina Museum of Art. The
next thing I knew, I was on a knee holding a ring and uttered
nine simple and honest words that changed my life forever. And
I can confidently say that the movement of the Spirit was

present at that moment as well.



What I think this Gospel story shows us and continues to
teach us, 1s that we are who we are, but when we become
engaged to the divine, when we interact with God, when we are
so blessed to be moved by the Holy Spirit, that our lives change
for the better. I heard a fellow preacher say recently that the
beauty of God is that God loves us so much to meet us where we
are, but also loves us so much to not leave us where we are but
rather transforms us, changes our hearts, reshapes our lives
around those things of the divine. God might meet us in our
grief, but God doesn’t leave us grieving, joy finds its way in.
God might come to us in anger, and compassion and love finds

its way 1in.

Jesus found these fishermen who were simply trying to

make a living and survive the day, and in his presence, they



dropped their nets and instead followed him, to go “fish for

people”

And they fish. They teach in the synagogues and in the
fields and in boats. They accompany Jesus in healing those who
suffer from physical diseases, such as healing the blind. They go
with Jesus as he heals the sickness of moral hate in the lives and
practices of the pharisees. And they experience the life giving
and saving nature of the divine savior of Jesus in his ministry

amongst the people.

So let’s fish. Let’s acknowledge the movement of the Holy
Spirit in our lives, lets be open to the engagement of the divine,
and lets be ready to be transformed into those who live and love
like Jesus. Let’s teach each other love, lets teach each other
compassion. Let’s care and heal those who are sick, no matter

who they are. Let’s call out and seek to correct immoral



behaviors such as racism, sexism, and hatred in any form, and
lets to this in the way of love. Let’s bring people into our boats,
lets welcome people into our churches and homes with warm
embrace. In the words of musician John Bell, “Let [us] turn and

follow you and never be the same.”

You are called to be a part of this story of Christian love,
called to share love and grace and mercy. So go, drop what you
are doing and follow Jesus. With all your heart, all your mind,

and all your strength, go.

Amen.



